
On April FoolsôDay, it is a norm for people to play harmless tricks and pranks on family

members and friends. It is A-Ok to be a foolish stooge and be admired for tricks that

are well carried out on that one special day.

As Christians, we are not just called to be fools for one day in a year. We are, in fact,

full-time fools for Christôssake. As St. Paul wrote to the believers in Corinthians, ñFor

Christ's sake we are foolsò(1 Cor 4:10)

Are you a fool for Christ?

It is in the small daily moments of each day that we can choose to be fools for Christ.

When we choose to be honest in business deals, when we continue to forgive instead

of holding onto resentment, when we stand up for the truth despite being scoff at by

friends, when we spend time to help those in need, etc., we are not acting according to

the social norms and expectations. We are, instead, acting according to our

conscience as formed and guided by the Holy Spirit.

Recently, I watched ñAman for all seasonsòwhich is a movie about St. Thomas More.

He was a faithful husband, a loving father, a prominent lawyer who was later promoted

to be the chancellor of England during King Henry VIIIôsreign. This man stood for his

Catholic values and refused to approve King Henry VIIIôsdivorce and remarriage as

well as the King making himself as the Supreme head of the Church of England. He

was thrown to prison and later beheaded for his belief. Just before, he was

decapitated, Thomas More proclaimed these final words which summed up his life,

ñThekingôsgood servant, but Godôsfirst.ò

It is not easy to be fools for Christ because we try hard sometimes to blend into this

dominating world which regards self-giving, loving, forgiving, faithfulness, etc. as stuff

for losers. Many of us are frightened to stand out like a sore thumb and be different

from the rest of the crowd. Yet, if we do take our faith seriously, we must be willing to

live according to our conscience as directed by the Holy Spirit even if the world regards

us as wrong and misguided.

Let us desire to be foolséhappy fools for Christ, and not idiots.
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